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IKIA, I (UFD) — High
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“We incinerated all the PCB
waste from all operations from
1971 10 1977, when we shut our
PCB production unit down. It's
Preity much common knowi-
tdge that the source of most of
the probiems resulied from
ilegsl disposal operations pver
the last several years.”

IEPA  gpokesman John
Muraro said state agencies are
trying to establish liability in
L matter

Langley said the waste had
been dumped in buik at the site
rather than in barrels. He said
apparently someone look
waste rom industrial sites and
dumped it thers, perhaps ag
longas 12years ago,

The problem came (g public
atieniion two weeks 8g0 when
Prier Lauman of Cahokia

reported finding his prize show
dog dead one morning, its skin
eaien away by a substance in
which it had railed the night
before

Lavman said nig dog had
come in covered with {he
substance and had washed him
off. But the nex; day its flesh
Yl ‘veen esiten tway to the
bone.

"'Cur theors is that this ditch
#lso was used last winter 1%}

dump  while phosphorus,
Murirosaid.
A3 the temperalures

warried up and reached .3
#38. thai's when white
phosphorous will reget with the
&ir, will burr and glow and
give il s dense white smoke if
this poor dog rolled in this, it's
o wonder it ook 2verything
off of sim
Murars said the agency has
ordered ihe Eite spqled olf,
poting snow fexces tave been
Placed around the ditch and
signs uronibit ‘respassing. He |
said the site had bren used by ;
motorcychiets as w popular dirt
bike tri ok 5
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“Glowing Ditch Near

Cahokia Fenced Off

CAHOKIA, I, (APY —~ A
smoldering, glowing ditch in
Lhis Southern I Hinois city has
been fenced off by poilution
officiais because it is believ-
ed to contain dangerously
high levels of 1oxje PCBs and
toxic heavy metals

IHlinois Environmenta}
Protection Ageney offlicials
supervised the fencing Mon.
day and said Lhe site, near 1).
linois 3, is believed Ly hive
been an illegal dumn ing

“ ground for toxip wastes since
the early 19705,

JEFF LAN(;LEY, an
IEPA  spokesman in Spr-
ingheld, said samples taken
from. tha Ajipn, S0 weik
showed high levels of PCRs
ipolychlorinated biphenyis),
pesticides and 20 metais, in-
cluding  toxic lead, cad.
mium, barium, and less {g;.

- ¢ phospharoys, potassium
and strontium

¢ Officials sard the melais
account for the smoldering
and burming  The site i
about 3 miie from the Klon
tanto Co. chemical plan
. where  PCRs, believed by
oine researchers Lo Cituse
cancer, were manufactured
But company  spokesinen
said they have ot dumped
any malerialinie the ditcn.

Monsanto last made the

chemicals 1977 at the piang
i Sauget, near (the itch,
They were widely used gy
€40i1ants  in  electrjog!
bansformers for rears, bwi
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Sauget site investigated for toxic chemicals =

" By PATRICIA STYMCTAK
Globre-Democrat Stalf Writer

SAUGET - Hllinols authorities are
(nvestigating & Sauget site where they
belleve loxic chemicets from a landiiil
used a3 a dumping ground for Industrial
wastey for more than « yesrs may
endanger the ground water. The Globe
Democrat has learned.

Michael Mauzy, director of the
Ittinols  Environmenial  Protection
Agency, confirmed his  agency s
looking inta teparts that thse late Leo
Smuget. the (113t mayor of tre town that
hears hla nane, operaied #n fmmense
yandfill southe ast of Dead ( reek, which
(v a smalderieg, glawing dich poliuted
with cancer--ausing chemnilcals  sod
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‘State officia

1D/By M., BLACKWEL I,
T Of the News-Democrat

The {irst meeting between a Sauget
“themical company located near Dead
Creek and siate authorities is scheduled for
Monday moraing in Springfieid

Ofticials wilth the Hiypois Environroentat

y and [Re Mlinois Attar-
ney General's olfice are to meel with Lhe
Monsanto Co , an agency spokesman said.
The St. Louis-based chemical company's
W.G. Krummich Plant 1s about & mile
north of the creek's mouth in Sauget.

John Muraro, IEPA public relations
officer, said siate olficials weuld meet
Monsanio representalives " Just (o discuss
things in general with them since there are
PCBs presenl And o’s part of the ongoing
Investigation o see il any company hasany
knowledge of how the chemicals got there,
We're going to gel around o all the
industries in ihe area. "

There are about live to six chemical
companies of related industniis in the
vty of Dead Creel in Sauget

“Dbviously. because of theis promixity
Ihere are campanies we wiil be going to
{1151, sand Jonn Renkes. supervisor of the
IEPA Emergeacy Response Uit n a news

it's part of the origoing investigation (o see if any company has
any knowledge of how the chemicals got thera. Wa're going tdA
get around to all the industries in the area.’ .

— John Muraro, IEPA public relations officer

——

s, Monsanto to meet

erected aad “Keep Out™ signs poste.
Trespassers could be arvested.

State authorities suspect tbe creek h..
been an illegal dumping ground since 1
early 1970s. The state sttorney genesal
office knows of several suspected dumpe:
and promises o prosecute anyone foun

conlerence Wednesduy in Cahokie.

John Spano, a Monsanio spokesman, sai¢
“EPA and Monsanto have agreed 1o meet
Monday lo discuss and share samples
taken in the area.”

Monsanto last manufactured PCBs
(polythloninated biphenyls), widely used
as coolants in electrical transformners,
1977, Spano said P(B: are noa carcin
ogenic, IEPA officials have said. However,
i 15 suspecied of causing cancer. 11 i5 also
knowa to affect the skin, iiver and eyes,

Dead Creek, a dried up drainage ditch
near Hlinois 3 which has been knowa to
suddenly start smoldering and glowing,
was tound to be contaminagted with dan.
gerously high levels of PUBs and 19 other
toxic metals. The creek 15 aboul seven
ayﬂes loag and empiies into the Mississippi

iver.

Globe-Demacrat. “We're taking it very
seriousiy, but we're pot going (o stick
an auger in it and chance hitting
something.”

EPA  SCIENTISTY will reicase
resulia of sn analysis of water samples
taken from private wells in the Cabokia
end of DDead Creek at a news conlerence
Wednesday.

Bul, while Mauzy said a (avorabie
finding “‘will be good news for the
private well users, it does nol mean
that tchevical  pollutanis) bhaven's
gotten into ihe ground waier

"We'll he dalng more tesls later in
the Sauget end,” near where s J-acre
landfill reportedly was operated south
of Quetny Avenue and west of Falling
Springy Roed fyom esrly In the century
witdh 1he mid. 19608,

Reparts al nosaible dumplng of toxic
waste wt ihe site xlegedly upesated by

the former mayor of Monsanto (ihe
town was renamed Sauget in 1968)
surfaced following revelations thai the
dricd up Dead Creek nearby containa
high levels of cancer causing PCBa
(potychiorinated biphenyls), pesticides
and 20 metals.

MAUZY TOLD THE Globe.
Detnotrat the EPA does oot know U Lhe
dump I3 the source of ibe Dead Creek
pollutton, or I it 13 & siwation the
sgency will have 1o trent separaiely.

“We don’t wand 0 be alarmist

, because we don’t know what's there,”
Maury ssid.

Ann Carr, wssistant Hiinoby avtorney
general for pollution causes in the
southern part of ibe stale, sald her
office i3 watching the EPA
investigation closely and is prepured (o
prasecutr when the peison responsible
is found,

The aitorney general's «ifice has “'a
suspect” in the Desd Creek case, bul as
yet has not begun an inv stigation of
the source of matenal in the nearby
iandiill, she sald.

“We're talking about s time whea
peuple buried the stull an} thought o
would all go sway.” Mrs Carr said,
adding that Industries (hit generaled
the wasie products usually are sued
the dumper cannot be founs or {3 unable
\g pay.

SOURCES CLOSE TO t e EFA say
the sgency may have (o use an
electronic "“treasure hunth ¢ device to
detenmine (b latge quanb es of metad
exist below the siaface, Decsuse of
lears that drilling iu the area cousid
selease toxlc  wastes  hal  might
olhrewise rernatn eacased in 55 gatlon
drums,

EPA ollictaly have no racord of &

{EPA test results of soil [rom the creek in
Salaggl show PCH contamunation of 1,600 to
17,000 parts per miilion. Near Judith Lane
inCahokia 120 parts per million were found
along with a high concentration of loxic
metals — barium. copper, lead, nickel,
phosphorus  and zinc. 1EPA  officials
attnibute \hesmoldering and glowing \o the
mixiure of metals

PCB levels sbove %) ppm are considered
hazardous by state and lederal standards,

IEPA officials have said the chemicals
iound in the cresk do not pose any im-
mediate threal lo area restdenls unless
they come in direct contact with the
chemicals.

The creek has been quarantined from
Queeny Avenue in Sauget to Judith Lane in
Cahukia. A 4-foot high Snow fence has been

responsible for the conlamination. .

The vialator also would have to pay th.
cleanup cost, as of yet an unknown amoun:
But the state may have to pay the cleany;
cost if a violalor is not lound.

inois Gov. James R. Thompson signe:
a bill Sept. 18that would make it a Class :
felony. punishable by one to three years is:

rison and double for a second coavictior.

or illegal dumping of harzardous wasie In
the state. The legistation alse gives the
allorncy general power to seek extradition
of vialators from other states. .

1t i3 suspected that a harzardous waste
hauler picked up the material from in
dustries in the area and dumped It, [EPA
officials sard. .

Meanwhile, additional soil and waler
samples near the ceeek are beung collected
by IEPA. Samples also are being taken
south of Judith Lane where PCBs and
metais were found.

]

Toet. Sept, 23, 1780 ${ Louls m&@@ 4A

dump at the site, which was sllegedly
closed before the General Assembly
passed laws requiring landiill operaiors
1o registes with the state. The first rules
governing such registration were
passed in 1966 by the lllinois
Depanment of Public Health and are
now enforced by EPA.

Bui, Cahokia ilrefighters recall
aumerous binzes near the area in the
1950s and early 19G0s thal sometimes
caused iheir depasiment to be calied to
assist Sgugel fire officials.

A retired assistant chiel of the
Cahokla Hre deparm=at jold The Ginbe-
Demwcrat he respouded (o lires in a
durnp south of Queeny Avenue across
Irom what Is now Ihe Sauget Village
Hall, and once foughl » blaze in Dead
Creek itsell.

“{ COULDN'Y SAY what il was
{burning). Buz it wa sosmething oul of

‘Eacela ¢

the ordinary,” he sald. "It was Just 8’
nasty hole. The fires were harder to

control.* :

G. Thomas Duffy, a formers-
managing editor of the now defunct,
Metro-East (East St. Louis) Jourmal,
remembered storles of nearby.
residents who claimed 1o have gosten-
sick {rom odors wafling acorss the

felds surrounding the landfill. -t
“There were a greal number of
objectors toit,” Dully said. <

Mrs. Carr sadd her otfice has tearned
that more than one old landhil may
enist in the Saugel area, but that repont
has yet to be conhirmed

Despite repeated eilorts by The
Globe-Democsal, Paul Sauget, wha
succeeded his father as mayor of the
town, could not be reached for
comment Monday. '



